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Dayton and the USAF Museum will be the locale for the
2007 reunion, it was decided ar the Omaha reunion, recently
past.

This was put forth by President Rocky Rockwell during a
discussion ar the annual business meeting, and this site was
tollowed in the informal balloting by Littde Rock and moving
to fasten on the coarmils of the 8" AF Associarion,

Rocky arrived with considerable information he had accu-
mulated on the Dayton site. Dayton has figured in several
other, and this year we will be there from the 12th through the
15th of September. Registration details, etc., will appear in the
April issue of Echoes,
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Looking at the 8th AF Reunion Situation

As our 306" veteran attendance continues to shrink (note picture above), we have a choice of joining with the 8" ar
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The &* AF this year is going 1o Kalamazoo, MI where there is a fabulous air museum with lots of money behind ir.
Theit exhibits are excellent and it is-also the choice the 306" has made for housing the extensive collection which the
secretary has brought rogether over the last 30 years. We are required by law to indicate in our Bylaws whar will happen
to this collection and our tax exempr starus takes care of the money in our treasury and it will follow to The Kalamazoo
Air Zoo also,

Housing for this will be in a Radisson Hotel in downtown Kalamazoa, about five miles from the museum, with shop-

ping, entertainment, museurms and libraries close by,

Also, Western h‘li:‘.higan University began teaching aviation before MWl and now boasts a larpe Ci.iﬂt‘.gt‘. of Aviation
which trains would-be pilots for air-lines around the world as well as maintaining a lar e curriculum of academic studies
covering all aspects of the aviation scene.

The 8" is going to smaller cities because of the high prices, raffic confusion and other facrors not conducive to han-
dling an aging population. By interstate or highway, Kalamazoo is abour midway berween Detroit and Chicago, and
there are good highway connections north arid south.
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OBITUARIES

Delbert E. Bishop, 369th tail gunner (John
Roberts crew), died 30 Sep 2006 in New
Albany, IN. He came to the Group 27 Apr
44, and was MIA 11 May 44 in a mission to
Saarbrucken, Germany and became a POW,
Returned to the U.S.; he joined Public
Service Co. of Indiana and was foreman of
its meter shop when he revired with 44 years
of service. He leaves 4e, Sge, 2ggs.

Dellon E. Bumgardner, 368th copilot
{Charles Niblack crew) and pilot, died 24
MNov 2006 in Vista, CA. He flew 38 mis-
sions; finishing his tour 9 Oct 44. For some
years he flew the B-17 for the
Commemorative AF out of Midland, TX.
His wife had preceded him in death.

Joc Carpenter, a bomb sight maintenance
man, had comé to the 306ch 15 Feb 1943,
He died 23 Sep 2006 in Baron Rouge, LA,
He became a representarive for McNeil
Pharmacecuticals, working for them for 38
years. He leaves his wife, Betry, 2c, 4ge.

Robert L. Fallow, 369th copilot (Roberr
Hoyt erew) and pilot, died 2 Nov 2006 in
La Grande, OR. He had joined the 306:th
15 Jul 1943 and became the 94th officer to
complere a rour For 40 years he owned and
operated La Grande Amusement, a vending
and music machine company. He leaves his
wife Catherine, 3¢, 7o, 2ggc

Clayton H. Gilliam, 36%th waist gunner
(Edward Sandini crew), died 1 Apr 2006 in
Jeffersan, LA,

Joseph W. Haire, 3649th crew chief, died 18
Oct 1995 in Bountiful, U'T. After a long
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LISAAF career he was then a technical writer
for Bell Helicopters. He leaves his wife,
lone, 25, 3gc. Their first son, Robert, was
born in Bedford.

Allan H. Lingwall, 369th pilor, died 12 Sep
2006 in Dallas, TX. He came to the 306th
15 June 44 and ended his combar tour 14
Ocr 44, Lingwall retired as a USPS carrier in
1980. He leaves his wife, LaVonne, 1s.

Irving R. Norton, 368th bombardier (Frank
Krzyston crew) died 18 Apr 2003 in Orange
Park, FL. He came to
Thurleigh 21 Apr 44
and completed his
tour 14 Aug 44. He
also served as the
368ch Squadron
Bombardier. He leaves
1d.

Howard Pahdapony,
369th copilot
{Donwvan Halve
crew), has died at Lawton, QK.

J. B Packer, 423rd aviation mechanic, has
died in Taylors, 5C. He joined the Group in
Apr 43 until Nov 45 on an airplane repair
crew. He leaves his wife, Mellic.

Wallace Peclcham, 3659th copilot (Edgar
Smith crew), died 8 Nov 2006 in League
Ciry, TX. He flew 27 missions between 10
Feb 45 and the end of the war. He then flew
with the Casey Jones mapping project. He
lefrthe gronp ™ Ohet 1945, and was dn'instire
ance agent for some years. He leaves his wile

Georgia, 1s, 2d.

WORLD WAR I

Richard Rubano, 423rd toggelier (Wilmer
Schultz crew), died 28 Apr 2006 in Niles,
OH. He came to the group 13 Jan 45 and
Hew 21 missions, He retired from the
Sharon Transformer Div, Westinghouse
Corp., after 42 years of service. He leaves 5¢,
10gc.

Robert G. Schultz, 367th radio operator
(Tom Ledgerwood's crew), died 23 Dec
2006 in Haines City, FL. He was wounded
and grounded 28 Jul 43 on a mission to
Kassel, Germany, t.'_:}l'npll:[illg 12 missions.
Schulez graduated
from U-Miami and
warked for some
years for the Haines
City {FL) Cirrus
Growers Assoc. as an
accountant and
office manager,

Albert M. Smart,
423rd engineer (Fred
Engstrom crew),
dicd 29 Sep 2005 in Nashville, GA. He
joined the Group 10 Feb 45 and few at

least a dozen missions,

John O. Thach, 369th radio operator (Ray
Schieb crew), died 9 Nov 2005 in
Germantown, TN, He joined the Group. 13
Feb 45 and departed 7 Oct 45, Thach was a
mcteoralogist for the ULS. Weather Burcau
for some years, unl redrement. He leaves

2d; dge, Tggd.

Harry Vitale, 367 ch ball turrer gunner
{John Herary crew), died 3 Nov 2000 in Sal
Lake City, UT. He came to the Group 5 Jul

Published materials now aviilable Fom the Group will help you
follow the 306th through the combar period 1942-45:
ORDER FORM First Owver Germany by Russell A, Strong SAFON_ L —
A 325 page nareative history of the 3067,
104 picrares & 1700 names, Fourth edition
1 paperbach.
Atk Fohoes Book BOO pages, £40,00
including 23 vears of our quarcerly
newspaper, BxW & color.
F06th Combat Crews More dthin £35.00
300 identified combar crews are
picured. Individuals are indeved,
3 The Reich Wreckers: 80 pages $6.00
af charts & other data covering
341 combar missions. Prepared by
Charles ]. Westgate 111
Squadron Combar Diarics More than
100 pages cach, compiled daily after missions
by Squadron Intelligence officers. Also
included are rosters of Specialty perionnel.
Spiral bound. 367th $20.00
A6seh $20.00
- 369th $20.00
425md $20.00
3nGth Group Dirccwry 23 Ocr. 06 $10.00
Mission Reports Detailed information an
specific missions flown berween 9 Oce. 42
and 19 Apr 45. May ringe from: 1 1o 50 pages:
Include the name of individual you are
intevested in o derive most benefit List
dares, erc. on separate shécr, 3 for $5.00
“Foral i
Purchasers Name Sqdn
Mailing Address :
Lip
Make check to 306ch BG Asst. and mail ro Secretary: 306 Bomb Group Assn.
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotre, NC 28205

44 and :.'urnpl::trli his tour 21 Jul 45. He lefi

his wife, Dona:

William H. Wear, 367th pilor during 1945,
died 28 Dec 1956 in Fallen, NV, He retired
from the USAF in 1967 and men worked
for the Postal Service as a letter carrier in
San Jose, CA. He retired from his two
Federal jobs after 36 years: He leaves his sec-
ond wife, June, 1d.

James B. Weatherread, 876th Chemical
Company, died 10 Jun 2006 in Crowell,
TH. He was the first chernical warker to join
the Group in 1942 and remained until his
leaving for home in late 1945, He leaves his

wife Sylvia, 2¢, dge, 3gge.

Kenneth Yass, 423rd copilor {with Ragnar
Carlson) and pilor, died in Sep 2006 in a
West Palm Beach, FL hospital after a lengthy
illness. He arrived 27 Nov 43 and complered
his 30 missions 12 Jun 44. Ken earned BS
and MA degrees from Columbia University.
He spent 38 years as a physicist for the
NASA Rescarch Center in Cleveland, OH,
retiring 3 May 1988. He leaves a brother,

Michael J. Zinkovich, 369th bombardier,
who joined the Group 30 Dec 42, died in
May 2002 in Winter Packs FL. He was the
29th officer to complete combar 24 Jul
1943, Returning from combat, he became
the staff bombardier for the 37 1st Comban
Crew Training School at Westover, MA in
1944-45. He retired USAF 1 Aug 1969, He
had studied ar Georgerown Univ and his lare
work was as o properety appraiser for
Orlando and "lallahassee, FL, and as an
auditor general for Orange County, FL. He

leaves his wife, Mary, 4c; 2gc.

306th Family

Joyee Ayton Frazier, war bride of Arthur
Frazier, 369th medical technician, died 24
Ocr 2006 in Humphrey, Ark. Services for
her were conducted by their son, the Rev.
Randy Frazier, While they met in Bedford,
she came after the war and they were mar-

ried in the ULS, She leaves Arthur, 2c, Sgc.

Jppe.

8AF Becomes
Cyberspace Cmd.

In Washington, DC media conference last
MNovember, it was announced thar the 8* AF
has become the Air Force Cyberspace
Command and will be under the command
of Lt. Gen. Robert J. Elder, Ir.

Secretary of the Air Force, Michael W,
Wynne, said the 67" Network Warfare
Wing will be among the elements thar will
form the core of Cyberspace Command. Air
Force personnel specialists are working to
develop educational plans and career paths
tor those airmen who will work within the
meEw {'{|ﬂ1l'|'|.'|['|d.

The secretary also said Air Combat
Command, Air Force Space Command and
Air Force Material Command are working
to develop the new Cyberspace Command.
“The aim is to develop a major command
that stands 1|.]ur1|.;:‘i-;]v: its Air Porce Space
Command and Air Combar Command as
the provider of forces thar the president,
combatant commanders and the Americin
people can rely on for preserving the free-
dom of access, commerce, in air, space, and

o 1."!.'1 T ‘-l’.‘.l CE-



306th Bomb Grou

Chaplain Simester Looks at Early Morning Duty

portation men— Drivers of many trucks,
the weather stafl, the men in equipment and
clothing drying rooms, the duty officer And

men in the dispensary, and the communica-

The welephone bell is ringing ourt in the
hall! T reach for my flashlight ("torch” in
England}, and pull out of bed. Before 1 get
tor the phone it has rung again, [ hate to
have it keep on ringing, because | am the
anly one in this barracks who gees up for
briefing, Capr. Ralph E. Simester was a
Protestant Chaplain and a Methodist minis-
ter from Ohio. He died 26 Mar 1973.

"This is Sgt Mallory. It is now 3:35, and
briefing is ar 4:30."

"Thank you" | reply and ger up.

Fifty-five minutes. | sometimes wish they

would wait to call me so that only 15 min-
utes would intervene before briefing time.
Then I could dress in a hurry and get there
on time. As it is, | am dressed and ready
long before time. | dare not go back to sleep
because T would never waken on time.

This morning T stirred the fire in the
lounge room, set a por of water on the stove,
and dressed while it boiled. Then | made
some tea, | had a bic of a headache and |
thought rea might ser me up.

Then our into the slow, warm rain, The
planes were having engines warmed up, The
ground crews were already out on the line,

Ordnance and Chemical Warfare were no
doubt helping load the planes with bombs.
Armament men were just finishing breakfast.
They would be out to set the fuses and to
check up on the armament. The gas trucks
would be ready to make last minute refilling
so that each plane would have a full ank of

gas for takeoff.

The night is pitch black. Mo moon. Low
clouds make it darker than usial. Yer, all
over the field is acuvity. Hundreds of men
arc alrcady busy. The KPs in the mess halls,
the CQs in every site waking men. The
operations clerks, the intelligence stafl radio
and radar men, MPs and guards, the wans-

tions staff. Of course, the combar officers
and men form the bulk of the early morming
group. Say 350 combat men, with ar least
one man working on the ground for every
one fying.

As | walk through the dark I can see
planes are being readied. Here and therc is a
sudden glow of light as the head lamps are
tested. A roar goes up from all over the ficld.

cont. on page 7

Few Messages, But Lots of Chaff from the Radio Room

by Arthoer MeGuive, 423rd
3 Feb 45 0 19 May 45

Alrthough many believe the term military
intelligence is an oxymoron, these worthies
did perform usetul services, among which
were the so-called debricfing of combar
crews. Following operational missions these
crews wild eyed, disheveled, and exhansted
were questioned immediately after landing
so that, hapefully, the preceding events
would be recalled as accurarely as possible.

All of these interviewers naturally assumed
that the interviewees were constantly alen
and observant of every enemy activiry
encountered during the operation. T wasn't,
Having determined carly on that the views
on a bombing mission ran the gamut, from
merely alarming to ternfying, [ concluded
that the less | saw the berrer. And further
what 1 didn't see wouldn't hurt me- mayhbe!

Time seemed ta be of great import to the
interrogators. What time did you ohserve
cnemy action, flack, fighters, rockets,
ground activity and the like. When it
appearcd WE were entering the maw of
oblivian, the time of day was the last thing
on my mind; Also | never did get the hang
of the 24 hour military time, IF questioned,

which was seldom, 1 usually picked a num-
ber about half way like 11 or 12 and mum-
bled 11:15 or 12:10 and rried to look wise.
Estimates both gquantitative and gualiazive
were stressed. How was the flak heavy, ligh,
accurate, inaccurate? Were the enemy Fight-
ers ME 1085 or FW 190s, how many, where
when, etc. erc. At the first glimpse of flak,
however inaccurate, | was personally con-
vinced thar the entire ant-aircraft arm of the
Wehrmacht was zeroed in on our squadron
and annihilation was only minutes away. To
one whao had trouble identifying a B-17
from a P-51 to be able to pick out a small
plane zooming by ar 400 mph was highly
optimistic. Many nervous gunners had the
same trouble, blazing away ar anything near-
by, accasion-ally a B-17. The few fighters T
did see only looked like big trouble 1o my
glazed eye. S0 you can see my reports on
enemy action were not objective much less
accurate,

During the British RAFs interminable air
‘battle with Germany their bombers bégan 1o
drop a Christmas tree-like decoration of
metallic strips intending to deflect the
German radar. The efficacy of this has been
debated pro and con and remains doubeful,
Nevertheless our commanders seired the

idea and adopred it for our bombers. So, o
a plane already bursting with tons of bombs,
2700 gallons of high-octane gas, thousands
of 50 cal, rounds; pistols, bayonets, knives,
rocks, bricks, brass knuckles, enough in
total, o conguer a small nation, was added a
dozen’ or so boxes of light tinsel, called chaff.

As the Radio Room was approximately
mid-ships and the Radio Operator usually a
lad of limited imagination, he was designat-
ed s the purveyor. So at a signal from the
cockpit | begin furiously tearing open boxes
and finging chaff through a newly con-
structed chute in the fuselage. Soon ar 40
below zero T was swearting like a dollar sla
player in a crooked casino, and sometimes
had a vision of an old dutchman below
loaking up at the descending shower aof sil-
ver and muttering "MNow what are those cra-
zies up 102" The effect, 1 believe, was mainly
psychological. Tt was at least sume defensive
action fora group who ;IPFII::II'L'L{ to them-
sclves as moving rargets with a bulls eve
far the best.

Again, since being located adjacent to the
bomb bay, the radio operatar was designated
to quickly open the connecting daor, on
hearing the bombs away call, and determine

if all bombs were successtully released, and
the doors could be closed. |n the absence of
any bomb or bombs being hung up and not
released, another mind numbing ocourrence,
a quick look into the empry bay 5 miles
straight, down with flak bursting all around,
isn't exactly a day at the beach.

The accuracy of the bambing, of course,
wats paramount since thar was the name of
the game, These results were best obrained
from photos which were developed later and
often revealed some uncertain resulis. Many
reports of bomb damage and fighters
destroyed were, like accounts of Mark
Twain's alleged early demise; greatly exagger-
ated. Often | monitered the communica-
tions between aircraft and occasionally, with
heavy cloud cover present, the city below
wais in doubt, indeed sometimes the country
as welll One thing was certain, Someone
was going to be the recipient of our missiles
since there was no way we could lug several
tons back across-a continent while under
enemy atack. So trom tme to nme i was
look out below and another tiny village
received some premature ueban renewall

Certainly a grear deal of valuable intelli-
gence was gleaned from these sessions, but
not from me,
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EAST ANGLIA: Basc arca for US heavy bombers —
August 1942 — May 1945
8th US Army Air Force
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The 9th US Army Air Force was created in 1942 and hit strategic targets in lower Europe from
bases in Africa. In 1943 the 9th was transferred to Great Britain in preparation for D-Day.
| The 15th US Army Air Force was created in November of 1943 and took possession

of the 9th’s heavy bombers.
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Report From Our Thurleigh Museum
from Ralph Franklin

Good morning to you alk 1 find i diffi-
cilt to-belicve, bt this is the 16th consccu-
tive year that Daphne and I have had the
pleasute of being in this gathering of a grear
group af people, people we can call our
{riends, the word friends becomes miore
meaningful with the passing years

It is with friendship, wral respect and
admiration for what you people achieved in
WWII as a bomb group that has concentrat-
ed our thoughts and minds 1o dedicare this
past summer to-what has now become a First
class 306" Bomb Group Muscum. Since |
March we have spent every weekend, and
many days during the week there, delivering
vour story to hundreds of interdsted and
admiring visitors. This Bomb Group will
live forever now thar our museum has
become so well known and extremely popu-
lar.

Talking of visitors, | have an amusing
story for you. A few weeks ago an American
lady and her daughter arrived by taxi, she
seemed very interested as did her daughrer,
and asked lots of questions. Suddenly the
mother yelled our “oh look up there; there
are pictures of naked ladies painted on the
aircraft”. | quickdy said, that was justa
muorale booster for the air crews. The lady
then looked at me in disgust saying “Surcly
the American government would not allow
that". Her daughrer just laughed, saying ‘oh
muother’,

For the past two years we have had special
WAL 6lch Anniversaries to celebrate ar the
museurmn, 2004 D-Day & 2005 VE Day,

both of these events went very well, with
good crowds at cach event. This year we had
something different, we had a classic car
rally, 96 of these wonderful machines
arrived by 10:00, filling all the parking
spaces and more. All the cars had at least
one passenger on board. The age of the
vehicles ranged from the 1920 to the carly
1950'%, On arnival the visitors had breakfast
in the form of a local delicacy “A
Bedfordshire Clanger”, they were then given
written instructions for a drive around the
county. On their return the vehicles were on
display for all to view. More food, this time
a "Hog Roast’- wonderful! We had a small
group playing and singing 40°s music. It
turned out to bea first class event, and the
Classic Car people have requested we hold
the eventagain next year. It's all good pub-
liciey.

We are regularly congratulated on the way
we have assembled the displays, with a fre-
quent comment that the building creates an
atmosphere which is both personal and
evocative, it brings back memories of those
now distant timics. | do not know what they
are, but there are many occasions when
handkerchicks appear to wipe a rear away.
Visitors are continually asking questions on
our exhibits, particular inrerest is shown in
whar was the left side .30 caliber machine
gun which was recovered from Louis
Martichka's 367" B-17 after almost 60 years
under the Baltic Sea, by a Swedish friend of
mine, Mapnus Andersan, With others he
also recovered a part of the pilot's instru-

ment panel, and a pair of bineculars and case, |

constructed a display platform for the items,

they are lying on a bed of sand which resembles

the sea bortom.

Another item of great interest and the envy of
many, is the Norden Bomb Sighr, so generously

donated by George Kerr, a 369" bom-
bardier with the Roy Trazk crew. George
had previously sent over his A2 jacket, and
with other items of military attire we
already had, we have dressed one of our
handsome mannequins as Geotge appears
in a 1944 crew photograph. This is all part
of a display dedicated 1o Bombardiers.
Orther items in this presentation have been
sent to us by Hugh Phelan 367" and John
Hickey 369", We intend to develop these
more personal displays as and when we
receive other items from you good people,
Now I would like to thank Royce
Hopkins for his valiant effort in acquiring a
duplicate Medal of Honor originally award-
ed to Sgr. "Snuffy” Smith, and presented ro
him at Thueleigh on 15 July 1943. 1 am
sure you are all familiar with the story of
Snuffy, and you do not wane to hear it
again. It is with great pride to both Daphne
and I to be able to display this treasured
passession as an indication to the dedica-
tion of around 8000 young Americans who

served with the 306" at Thurleigh in those dark

days of WWIL Our son, Griham, is in the

process of producing a special cabinet in which
the medal will be displayed. This will also have

an area to include the demils of the arginal
presentation along with photographs taken at

the time, You realize friends, this is yer another
first for the already famous 306" Bomb Group

in England.

As many of you will have seen in Echoes, Joe
Albertson passed away on March 17 this year.
He volunteered for the Army Air Corps on 8
December 41, the day after Pear]l Harbor, and
did his training ar the famous Wendover Field,
finally arriving at Thurleigh 6 September 1942,

Ralph Franklin, our British Repr it the bright face on the
Rabert Rockwell, the new president af the 306th Assoctar
ir Albert MeMahan, ex-president ane resinion chairman;
Royce Hophins, treasurer, and Hoot Houghton, divector

He left the end of July 1945, this was about 2
weeks after his marriage to Peg, Joc remained in
the Air Force for the nexr 22 years, finally retir-
ing in September 1967, Ocrober 1967 the cou-
ple returned o England where they sertled
down to a normal married life. Last year we
held their 60th wedding anniversary ar one of
the hospitality suites on your old airfield. Sadly,

| didn't realize thar abous 9 months laer |
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Air Offensive Europe — Operating
N Areas for US 8th Army Air Force
2 and US 15th Army Air Force

Base area for American
heavy bombers.

Normal maximum operating
arca for US B-17 Flying
Fortress and B-24 Liberator
bombers.
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Those Who Came

Ralph & Flora Bordner

Ralph, Jr- & Sharon Bordner
Richard & Virginia Bordner
Merle & Edward Brown
William & Ruth Carnicom
Em Christianson

Melvin & Delka Cooper

Ted f_-.umln:rlc:{ig::

Vemon Delair, & Roland, Kasey, Donna,
Teresa, Dennis, Jeffrey & Susan
John & Alice Deterding

Fred & Tress Engstrom

John Gaydosh

James Geriach & Marian
Richard & Parricia Gonzalez
Forest & Hazel Goodwill
William & Jean Haase

John & Elizabeth Hickey

Nick & Dorothea Hoolko
Royce & Mollie Hopkins
Russell Houghton

Bill Houlihan & Joel Labo
Graford and Margaret Jennings
William Kelly

Allen & Cynthia Lawson

MNena Leary, James & Tom Roland 8¢

To Omaha in 2006

Bari Lissner

Dillon McDermor

Albert McMahan & Carolyn Tare
Clyde Mills (Charles & Donna Hammond)
Clayton & Jean Nattier

Susan O'Konski

Hugh & Evelyn Phelan

Dick & Anna Phelan

Robert & Fay Rafrery

Robert & Ruth Rockwell

Don & Janice Ross & Steve Wilson
Tony & Margarer Santoro

Mark & Betry Scharte

Fred & Ruth Sherman

Thurman Shuller 8 Henry Eugene & Jean
Smith

[Donald Snock

Ed & Hclen Sobiesscayk

Robert & Louise Starrynski

Wayne & Margaret Stellish & Carol
Perrucka

George & Elizabeth Stephens
Russell & June Strong

Roy Stoud

Vernon Williams

. =]

yould be m.ilqng Arrangements (o have his cre-
nated remains scattered in Galsey Wood oppo-
ite our museum. The previous week [ had
reanged with the local clergy to hold a full mil-
rary funeral in Thur]{:igll church, this was done
vith the full co-operation of the staff at
Mildenhall. By
the way, this
was not the first
time cremated
rernains have
been returned
to Thurleigh.
This was some-
time back
before the days
of the racing
circuits, when
367" pilot Paul
Martin's son
made & request
to do the same
thing for his
dad. | escorted
him out o your

old wartime

ight, and fust bebind him is
ot fumping back to the left

rrelf .gh'wrg, secrelary;

main runway,
and left him
alone for a few

emuotional
noments o say farewell to his dad.

Last year it gave me great pleasure to thank
Herman Kaye for funding the copying of the
341 mission reports for use in England. T am
1ot sure if thank you was really appropriate in
iindsight as they have created a lor of addition-
il work. [t's amazing how news spreads as | am
eceiving querics on specific missions from

many parts of the world, including not anly the

UK, bur America, Holland, France and
Germany. To be serious for a moment, once
again Herman, a big thank you, T say this
because cvery time | find answers for those
enguiring, [ learn more abour the 306™s
exploits.

[t is now over four years since we Llp-tr:cd Our
displays 1o the public, my dream of creating a
living memorial to you people, and indeed o
all who lived through these traumaric rimes of
WL is some way o being achieved. 1 realize

this from the response of our many hundreds of

visitors we have throughout the year. The com-
ments in the visitors book also reflect this. Our
visitors arc coming from far and wide, in fact
from many parts of the world. We welcomed
peaple from several states in America, they
included- Florida, Texas, Kenrucky, Virginia,
Maryland, California, Alabama, New York;
Ohio, North Caroling, Pennsylvania, Indiana,
linois, Washingron, and Oregon. Others 1
have made notes of visited us from- Canada;
lealy, Sweden, Australia, Netherlands, Germany,
Spain, and Switzerland and of course many
more from all over the British lsles. | also made
a note of a few special groups we had thee pleas-
ure of meeting. No. 5 BFTS who trained in
Clewiston, Florida, Guys from the British
RASC, one of them 90 years ald, he fuughr in
Egypt 1942-43. Members of the Worcester
Regiment, and one group who flew you may
remember, as they were coming home as you
went out: They were the Bratish Pathifinders,
they were holding their reunton at the Swan
Horel

Omie thing that is pleasing us a lot at this
rime, is that we are already making bookings lor
next year’s mid-week visits. They include

History Societys, and a group from over here

which apparently includes one ex-306" man, |
do not know his name at this time. Hopefully
this all means we are in for a busy 2007.

Daphne and | are delighted and encouraged
tor know that whar we started just over four
Years ago has Jtrrar:trd 56 much arrention from
around the world. 1 am aware thar it is small
compared to many and does not have the
splendor of the national establishments. What
it does have however is the character, being a
real WWIT building to porteay our large collec-
tion of genuine pertod artifacts in the best pos-
sible way. With our loving care and attention
the old building is dning a gr.uld job. From my
personal point of view | feel quite humbled ro
think that something that began to fascinate me
as a school boy way back in 1942 has become
such a major part of my life and culminating in
a display which is giving so much interest and
enjoyment to so many people; and | am certain
will be 2 permanent memorial and reminder of
what you people, the men of the 306" achieved
in helping ro defeat the enemy and bring about
peace.

Before closing can 1 say if you plan a trip to
England at any tme please do not hesitate 1o
contact me if you feel T ean be of help. You can
contact me by mail, by telephone or indeed by
e-mail if | can ger Russ to print our correct e-
mail address in Echeoer. 1 do have some business
cards if you would like one.

My friends, that's about all from me for this
year, once more can | say whar a pleasure it is
being with you all again, and o ler you know
that Daphne and 1 will continue to keep the
name of the 306" Bomb Group alive in
England.

It's a labor of love you know, so until the
next time, good luck and God bless you all.

The Vernon DeLasr
Crroup, fn—'r.:nm'.l;g

rennton regulars,

Ruth and Robert Rockwell.
He is the new president of

the 306th Association,

\t,
.f'.rr AYS

Don Ross, left, in conversation.

Bilf Howlihan, whe worked in the Station

,"—f.-_‘:.-rp.r};;f and Dyv. Thuarman Shuller, the
first flight surgeon with the 306",

more reunion photos on page 8



Remember Now?

By now you have pml’mhl}' read Lee
Kessler's piece in the last issue of Echoer’
You may also found Brice Robison's
humorous bit as well. We are looking for
such gems. We still have a pretry good
backlog of irems for furure issues, but we
need your explication of some of the
huiimorous (b .ﬁpfirtrrs OF SeTTous Thems you
may have never revealed,

Whether it is ten lines or a hundred
lines, give us a try and we will try 1o use
and even ry to illustrare it Like our edivor,
you may have a short term memory that
does not include old friends and new.

Whar we need is a promprer.,

My wife remarks that sometimes her
Rolladex needs o speed up to where her
brain is, so thar she can utter sensibilities.
And at that, she is way ahead of her hus-
band. Maybe its because we have been
married more than 60 years.

We will acceprany orall of your excuses
for your lack of loguacicy, and will promise
MOL O QUESTION Your veracity.

I've about given up on the new style
crossword pLLH.h:.l; in the :|;1i|:|.' and especil-
ly the Sunday newspapers. | have a daugh-
ter=in=law whom | used to drive almost
erzy. | would call her by five Sunday after-
noon and withour much urging would
reveal the Fact thar | had complered my
bout with the pencil and the little boxes,

Do your best, and the address remains
5323 Cheval Place; Charlorte, NC 25205,

Detail From Mission Report
18 March, 1945

“Parting Shot” is the
Artist’s Rationale

Farting Shoy, a black and white pencil drawing, was done
as a Christmas gift for my father-in-law, Richard A. Trostle,
He served our country during World War I1 as the flight
engineer of a B-17G, flying in the 369" Bombardment
Squadron, 306th Bomb Group (H), based in Thurleigh,
England.

A quier man and an avid hunter, 1 wanted to commemio-
rate the effort he made personally as well as the efforts and
sacrifices thar others made in thar intense time of need.
The actions of those people made the world we have today
and without their deeds the world would be far darker and
certainly not free. To say that we, of this time, owe them a
lot is understating the case. We owe them everything. How
can we thank them? So many are not here anymore.

From the combar diary of the 369" Squadron there is the
following entry for March 18th, 1945, when the group was
on a mission o Berlin:

The 306" flew thirty-six A'C (aivcrafi), including four PEF
(airborne mdar), as 400 "C" Group, The 362 had wine AIC
in the Iigh sguadran, tncluding Capt, Atbers Bowley, Fifteen
ro swenty BiA (enemty atrovaft) were seen in the target area,
including dogfights over Bevlin in which two fghters and one
B-17 were vhserved going down. Tive ME-2625 made a piss
at the formation bebind and then went under owr formation,
,I".E?‘."ug abont ten bty ﬁfffﬂ.l'f &-r:ur.{'f'ng arway. One ME-109
madls @ pass at the lead sqpuadvon and twrned to attack the
.l".l:g."'-l. COMnY i ﬁ'ﬁm 3 o'dock level. Spr. George L. Sarver,
ball turvet gunner on Lt Edward Sandini’s crew, apened fire
ar 300 yards and kepr up a constant fire, scoving bits a5 the
ME-109 passed below his A/C. When the ME-109 stavted to
climb it exploded. Sgt. Sarver was credited with one EiA
destroyed. AA (anti-airevaft) five was modensie to intense bar-
rige and tracking, lasting about ten minutes. The squadron
bad six damaged A/C, one severe and five stight. The high
squiaelron bombed PEF with wiswal assistance. Phoror show
bigh bombs away over Templbaf A/D {airdrome) on a heading
af 150" Lts, Lester Kearney, Edgar Smith, Ray Schicb,
Donald Snook, Alfred Lomar, Allen Babin and Victor Moore
were ather pilots for the 369,

The action above is as it happencd and s an ofical and
historical account. My Father-in-law said he didn't fire his
guns in anger during the war, the situation didn’t accur
where he had to defend his crew and himself. He Hew from
December 1944 through o the end and the Lufrwalle
highter defenses were beaten down earlier in 1944, Because
| wanted to honor him however, remember this is a person-
al gitt, [ alrered the true scenario and had the ME-262
buzz his bomber. (My heardelr apologies wooall historians. |
know your work is important and vital. This drawing was
i'l.l.\‘ not meant o I'i:'|'.lr|:'.".|:[1l your Wi:lrk. lTUl my !:It!u‘r-in-
law's and those who served like him. Call it a diversion
from History for Love's sake.)

In those moments when an enemy fighter was seen
rurn in and take a heading for your bomber the gunners
were more than willing to shoor s soon as possible and
with as many bullets as possible, | can imagine some force
was applied to those triggers as well. Surviving German
piloes described rhe experience as Hying into a hailstorm, so
many bullets were flying through the air and siriking cheir
planes, fired from dozens of guns.

Because Richard Trostle 15 a hunter, and a patient man; |1
illustrated him in his top tureer aligning himself with the
flight path of the ME-262 to get in the parung shot, where
with i hunter's eye, he can have more time for 4 longer
burst of fire. The jet's appri rach, gn:ul{:d by the ball turrer
and starboard waist gunners, is the more immediate and
customary place to fire ar the enemy. bur | wanted 1o por-
tray Richard in the hunter's role, not in the 18 or 19-year-
I||L| !l.L"I'TF'El'!r'l'L" I"”Jt‘ |h.|[ 5 maany ol |.I'||:|-'1E :r'i]l.l['ll-:: men |:111I|-|1.1
themselves in. | wanted to show a bit more confidence and
presence of mind, qualities he possesses in abundance. TF 1
had the apportunity to know him as he was then | would
have portrayed him in thar light.

To prevent any possible misundetstinding: the dtle

Treing Shor could be seen by some as a tp of the hit o
the German fighter pilots, since the ME-262 was the last
effective (though of small scale) effort they made in the
defense of their homelind, bur the title’s true meaning is
forever tied to:

Richard A. Trostle, Flight Engineer
369th Squadran, 306th Bomb Group
Thurleigh, England

Mission: Berlin, March 18ch, 1945

i 'fl',-_’ffr‘.;.r f.r"{ 7
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et Dauber
February 3ed, 1993



Chaplain Simester Looks at Early Morning Duty

cont. from page 3

Chaplain Simester reacls during a Chapel service at
Thurleigh,

But this morning | went directly
into the briefing room. Mest of
the men were already present. The
officer from the Conrral Tower is
passing out the directions for taxi-
ing to their proper positions for
take-off. This is an important
detail in gening all planes off
without confusion. When he fin-
ishes the briefing proper will fol-
low,

The Group Operations Officer,
Maj. Billy Casseday, makes a pre-
liminary seatement. Our group is
the first in the (40™) Combar
Wing, and the Wing is third in
the First Air Division. There are
three divisions bombing in this

On the road are bicycles with their lickering
lamps.

The other morning | was at the briefing
roam way too early. So | went to one of the
Squadron combart rooms. The only one
there was Major James McKinney, the 369"
Squadron C.O. He had been up all nighe.
MNow he was making a fire in one of those
crazy little English stoves. He is a big baoy,
and is a West Point graduate.

area this morning.

Then Intelligence akes over. Month after
month Maj. John Baimsfather has stood
before the Group. He rarely misses. He rolls
up the screen From the map. The men all
rise to their feet because the tarpet is low
down on the map. A long haull The mur-
mur is pretty loud this moring because the
course seems unusually long. Many take
their seats again. A crowded room; not
much smoke because cigarettes are not sup-

posed 1o be lighted before the bricfing is

over—after a short description of the general
course on the big map. The screen goes
down again and pictures are thrown against
the screen to show derails.

First the pictures of yesterday's successful
mission. Many German planes had been
destroyed on the ground. It was a good
show. That helps the men. Many hate o dis-
cover that their effort was a miss,

Then aerial picrures of the target for today.
Roads. identification marks such as rivers,
roads, lakes, quarries, woods and towns.
There are many places in Germany | know
pretty well from maps and picrures.

"Here is your "LI" (the spot where the
planes begin their bombing run). “The wind
is s0 strong and the distance is not far. 1 will
take you 14 minutes.”

While the screen is stll lowered the weath-
er officer reports. The general weather situa-
von: cloud condirtions ar takeoft. Weather
along the route. Clear over the target.
Visibility on return will be one to three
miles, light icing at 4000 feer. Temperature
ar 22000 feet is -34 degrees.

Then comes the barde order: You can
expect many flak batteries ar thee marger.

Warch out as you go over the German lines.
You can expect some enemy fighter opposi-
ton, but you will have so many friendly
fighters in support. Remember, fly good for-
mation. They pick out ragged groups to
artack. Here are your radio instructions.

“Any questions?”
“Good luck- light "em up.”

There is a general movement, Everyone
except the pilots leave For their individual
preparations: The gunners to get equipment,
to get the gun barrels into the planes, cam-
eras loaded, parachutes, oxygen masks, elec-
tric suits, etc. Navigators go to a special
bricfing for exact information on the route.
The pilots stay for last instructions and
advice. The pilot is in command. He has
keep check on every man in his crew.

Ralph E. Simester, the second Protestant
chaplain tw serve the men ar Thurleigh, went
back to Ohio to continue his duties there in
the West Ohio Conference of the United
Methadist church. Retiring from those
duties in 1965, he moved to Nashville, TN,
He died of injuries received when he was
struck by a car while crossing US-90 26 Mar
1973 near Panama City, FL. He left his wife,
2d, g

Crew Members of Miss America

Staneding: (1 to v) Andrew Gallagher, navigator; Bay Schich, pilot; Joe D. Lyies, copilot and

Richard Trostle, engineer. Kneeling: Tony Birkemeier, bombardier: Calvin Sammons, tadl gupner,

Paul Wright, ball turree gunner and Jobhin Thach, vadis operator.

lrostle is believed 1o be the anly crewman sl living, now in Littlestown PA. His wite

died 15 years ago, and he is basically blind from macular degeneration. He no longer drives

and has difficulty in reading much of anything. His only daughter lives in California:

Eisenhower Talks to Invasion Forces
D-Day 6 June, 1944

306th Leaders See Maps
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Carolyn Tate, a belper at vegistration, and ber brother, Albert MceMaban, chairman Ready for dinner: Susan O'Konski, Clayton & Jean Nattier, Al McMaban and
ar Omaha. Hris sister, Carolyn Tate, June and Russell Strong

Rayce Hoplins, Janice Ross and ber grandsan, Scot Wilson, a bigh school history

i e Pk Graford Jennings and John Deterding

\ . j aJ i ; . .
L : Robbie Lanyon and Russell Houghton. She's a 306th widow and be lives in
Fred & Ruth Sherman, a second marriage for each. Ovvs Taland Maine and Ticoon. AZ.

Ralph & Daplme Franklin, They ve British, you know! Mullie & Royce Haplins, She belps sell things and be counts money and pays bills,




